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Dear AURA Commissioners and staff: 

 

Since attending the last AURA board meeting, I have had a few questions and comments that I wanted to share. This 

letter is written by me, personally, not as a representative of any community organization or group. 

 

First, in response to one of Commissioner Cline’s comments; I appreciate and respect that he and all of you are 

volunteers on the board, but I would like to point out that every citizen that attended that meeting are also volunteers. We 

all dedicate a great deal of our own time and energy to our efforts to protect the city we love.  And we do so without 

access to any of the resources that you all take for granted with every decision you make. Have any of you ever really 

thought about our reasons for doing the things we do and asking the questions we ask?  Contrary to a few comments I 

have heard at past AURA meetings, we do understand how urban renewal works, we simply don’t always believe it is the 

best or only solution. 

 

Second, is the issue of how we should access public information about various urban renewal projects such as what we 

were attempting to obtain at the last board meeting? It is not as though we are asking for some obscure data that would 

require a CORA request. We are simply asking for the transaction details of urban renewal projects. It seems each of you 

is very proud of the work you do, so why wouldn’t you simply share those details on the various project pages of the 

AURA website? It would relieve the kind of stress everyone experienced at the last meeting. What we want to know are 

the details of the agreements, such as any subsidies, the applicable public improvements, the frozen tax base and the 

resulting financial impacts for each project as they mature. This information should be easily accessible by all citizens and 

should not require a private meeting with Ms. Phair. 

 

Commissioner Williams commented about the appropriateness of spectators asking questions at city meetings. I would 

remind you all that at the last neighborhood meeting, we were told by Cheryl Drake that any information regarding the 

business side of the Trammell Crow project would be addressed at the next AURA board meeting. Had that been the 

case, it would not have been necessary for anyone to ask questions. 

 

On another note, whether intentional or not, the AURA board meetings in no way, inspire public attendance, let alone 

public comment. The general atmosphere makes it clear that most of you would prefer the meetings were private and you 

only allow members of the public in the conference room because it is a legal requirement. Those of us, who attend 

meetings from time to time, would prefer not to be there either. The acoustics in the room make it nearly impossible for the 

public to hear what is being said and at least half of the commissioners are seated with their backs to the spectators, 

making it difficult for us to know who is speaking. This is also a problem when attempting to listen to the audio recordings 

of the meetings. On more than one occasion, commissioners have spoken to members of the public in ways that were 

dismissive, arrogant and bordered on rude. 

 

Finally, Mr. Cline made a comment about not reading the “trash” that’s online. I am beyond curious to know exactly what 

he was talking about, and how he would know it is “trash”, if he doesn’t read it. If that comment was in reference to the 

diverse opinions about urban renewal posted on various social media by Arvada citizens, then it says much more about 

Mr. Cline than it does about the citizens. 


