
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Wednesday, June 14, 2017

Arvada Council Members 

Silent
on $30 Sweetheart Land Deal

(Arvada, Colorado) Silence from Arvada city council members on if they are for or against the 
$30 sale of prime real estate to a private, for-profit developer proposed by the Arvada 
Urban Renewal Authority.

The challenge to declare was offered last week by Arvada for All the People, a grassroots citizens organization 
advocating for city government reform in Arvada. The group called upon the individual city council members to state 
clearly whether or not they support the $30 land deal with developer Trammell Crow. 

Arvada for All the People received a response only from Marc Williams, Arvada's mayor and self-appointed member 
of the Arvada Urban Renewal Authority's Board of Commissioners; he has already publicly stated that he favors the 
$30 deal and has been Urban Renewal Authority's public spokesperson for the deal.

From the other six members of the Arvada city council – nothing.

In an email letter signed by the steering committee of Arvada for All the People, each city council member was 
requested to answer:  

We are asking you to publicly state your position – whether you are for or against –  the proposed 
AURA-Trammell Crow $30 land deal; the 100 percent TIF rebates; and the degradation of the scenic 
vistas traditionally observable from historic Olde Town Arvada.

“Representative government is all about accountability to the citizens and to the taxpayers,” said Dave Chandler, a 
member of Arvada for All the People. “The city council is our representative body, they need to engage with the 
citizens on a controversy like this, let's have a discussion about land deals and tax give-aways. This is the council's 
call, or does an unelected Urban Renewal Authority board really have the final say?”

The $30 sale price for nine acres of land on the west side of Wadsworth Bypass at 56th Avenue is part of a proposed 
apartment and retail project put together by the Arvada Urban Renewal Authority (AURA) with Denver developer 
Trammell Crow. The development would include 248 apartment units in a six story structure that would rise three 
stories above the grade of Grandview Avenue in Arvada's Olde Town. The plan would also rebate to Trammell 
Crow 100 percent of sales and property taxes collected on the improved property until 2034. 
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More information and documentation available at:

www.ArvadaforAllThePeople.com
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